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front of the CRC conference this
week, where a select group of re-
search chair holders at Ontario uni-
versities will gather to debate what
the country will looklike by 2050.
Barry Smit, who holds the re-
search chair in global environmen-
tal change at the University of
Guelph, will play the role of skeptic
-member panel on Econ-
omyand the environment: Can the
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asign that environmental concerns
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That moment won't be reached
until society realizes that global

The oil and gas industries are
working just as hard to persuade
Ppeople and governments that glob-
al warming is not a looming man-
made disaster as the tobacco com-
Ppanies tried to downplay cancer de-
cades ago, he adds.

Last week’s stunning setback to
global warming concerns in Canada
when the Senate, acting at the be-
hest of the Conservative govern-
ment, killed climate change policy
legislation passed by the united op-
position parties in the House of
Commons. That underscores the
pessimism that pervades much of
th i 1
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motive? Probably not, but will it be
significant? Absolutely. I firmly be-
lieve that we have to stop polluting ,
the Earth and start using renewable -
energy. I've put my money up and
made the necessary investment
needed to be a leader in this prov-
ince”

Also slated to participate in the
panel discussion are professors
Paul Wilson of Trent University,
John Gunn of Laurentian Universi-
ty, Vincenzo DeLuca of Brock Uni-
versity and McMaster University’s
Stephen McBride.

‘warming is not tt ing the
planet, justits

we'll have to content

“The Earth will adapt just fine,”
Smit says. “But what about us? We
have to transform the way we live

ourselves with the small steps being
taken — like the solar panel sup-
ports coming from Samco.

Brian isaTe based
freelancer writer and the former envi-
ronment reporter for the Toronto Star.
You can reach himat
bmcandr@gmail.com.



